
Since my last Newsletter a new force 
has emerged in the politics of South 
Down.  I ran the campaign to get 

Patrick Brown elected as our fi rst Alliance 
MLA in the Lecale area. He now leads our 
team of 3 Councillors in the East Down 
area.
We have a new Downpatrick offi ce in 
Market Lane off the Irish Street Car-Park 
and have been delivering a full-time 
constituency service for the people of 
Lecale since May ’22. 
In the last Assembly Election, Alliance 
ran on a platform of delivery for the East 
Down Area, with a bold vision for the 
Downpatrick. In October, we launched 
our ‘Restore our County Town’ strategy 
document, a collection of 25 strategic 
projects over 4 distinct themes which our 
representatives are committed to deliver at local and national government. 
The 25 strategic projects are grouped under four key areas, Economic Development & Regeneration, 
Environment & public services, Community, the Arts & Tourism and Infrastructure. It was informed by 
months of engagement with Downpatrick businesses and community groups plus residents of villages 
across Lecale. This includes ambitious projects such as establishing a Business Improvement District for 
Downpatrick, a one-way system for the town centre, a new vision for the Quoile river 
and a bold new plan for tourism from Killough to Killyleagh.
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Having worked with Alliance Party Councillors for 
six years on Council, a transition into the party was 
easy for me as we shared so much in common.

Changes to the D’Hondt system rules in Council 
has made it nearly impossible for Independents 
to get access to more than 1 main Council 
Committee. Since 2019/20 changes championed 
by the Newry-based SDLP to ban recognition 
of Independents as a group on Council made 
effective representation by Independents very 
diffi cult.

Alliance’s strength in East and South down will 
enable the fi ght-back for Downpatrick and against 
the unplanned decline of our County Town since 
the merger of our old Down Council with Newry 
and Mourne. 
I am really pleased the Newry area continues to 
thrive. We can continue to support that without 
downgrading Downpatrick as our County Town 
and deliver Alliance’s plan for East Down as a 
growing base for public sector employment in the 
County and a Mecca for tourism and recreation 
on the Island of Ireland. 

OUR COUNTY TOWN PLAN SCAN QR CODE

FROM INDEPENDENT TO ALLIANCE
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I have trained community volunteers over seven years of community-led dune restoration on Ballyhornan 
beach. This prize-winning project is now recognised by Council management  as ‘best practice’. It is in 
the process of being extended to the very degraded beach at Tyrella and other beaches along the 
coast.

Most people are familiar with my work to protect and enhance 
our off-road walks. Most recently I have focussed on restoring the 
link between Strangford Village (where the Ulster Way currently 
terminates) to Downpatrick’s Quoile River walk and the Cathedral. 
Also linking the Slaney River and the Patrician way walk to Raholp, 
Saul and Ballyalton. 
I obtained project fi nance to restore this latter walk and rebuild 
the Fiddlers footbridge (which was falsely claimed by another 
political party!). 
Working with Alliance Party Alderwoman Deborah Girvan from 
Ards Council, we obtained £250,000 from the department of 
the Taoiseach to plan this route linking our area to Killyleagh, 
Killinchey, Comber and Bangor to the North and Dundrum, the 
Mournes and Armagh to the West.

Coast cleans from Sheeplands to Rossglass are very hard to do on foot. Each summer I organise teams 
of volunteer canoeists to help community groups  bagging rubbish. We transport giant bags of plastics 
out to big boats to be taken to Portaferry or Ardglass for proper disposal. I have also represented 
Leccale on the Strangford Lough and Lecale Coast partnership for most of this period, working with 
Government departments to enhance and protect our coast.

 BALLYHORNAN SUCCESS EXTENDED TO TYRELLA BEACH

KILLOUGH VILLAGE JOINING NETWORK OF PUBLIC TOILETS

CROSS-PARTY WORK DELIVERS BOATHOUSE SITE FOR ARDGLASS

SAUL, STRANGFORD, DOWNPATRICK & KILLYLEAGH OFF-ROAD WALKS

 ARDGLASS, CONEY ISLAND, KILLOUGH & St. JOHN’S POINT, “COAST CLEANS”

Before During After

COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT
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ARDGLASS HARBOUR DEVELOPMENT

KILLOUGH VILLAGE JOINING NETWORK OF PUBLIC TOILETS

CROSS-PARTY WORK DELIVERS BOATHOUSE SITE FOR ARDGLASS

STRANGFORD FERRY CAMPAIGN WILL MISS JOE BOYLE

SAUL, STRANGFORD, DOWNPATRICK & KILLYLEAGH OFF-ROAD WALKS

South Down MLA Patrick Brown has weighed 
in to support the ambitious plans for over £40m 
investment in Ardglass Harbour. We have 
been supporting the planning application for 
the regeneration of the Harbour.  
Ardglass is of significant importance to our 
regional economy. A significant employer  
and provides top quality seafood at home 
and abroad. Alliance is dedicated to ensuring 
Ardglass Harbour Regeneration continues to 
move forward, and this vital investment will 
have huge benefits for Ardglass and the entire 
South Down area. To see these plans gather 
pace, we need a functioning Assembly and 
DAERA Minister in post to oversee them and 
ensure they are given the priority they deserve.

Tourism is an important industry in our area. Since 2008 I have been campaigning to preserve and 
improve the network of public toilets along our coast including Strangford, Kilclief, Ballyhornan, Ardglass, 
Killough and Tyrella.  When DfI proposed shutting their toilets in Strangford I led a fight-back to preserve 
it. Both Kilclief and Killough had a need for a public toilet in their Village plans. Kilclief trialled a portaloo 
last year to test where one might be situated. But Killough is still waiting.
I first got Killough on the Council ‘priority list’ back in 2010. Then we merged with Newry and Mourne and 
had to start again. I am delighted to confirm that a project is now being proposed for the village and is 
likely to be done at the same time we re-surface the carpark beside the new play-park this year.

I’d like to thank SF Councillor Oonagh Hanlon for her support as chair of the Council Finance Committee 
to get an offer of a site for Ardglass Rowing Club. They are currently situated at the back of the O’Shea 
Heritage Centre and have emerged as a prize-winning club. But they are expanding fast and are 
building more boats and need room near the water for a boat-house. 
I led this campaign for 3 years and am delighted we finaly have a result.

Strangford residents will be sad to hear that Portaferry Councillor 
Joe Boyle is considering not running in next May’s local elections. 
Joe is an outstanding local representative and will be missed by 
people of all political backgrounds. His help was vital to me in 
getting extra ferry staff to open the ferry waiting area and reduce 
the number of days the village was blocked by queueing cars.
Patrick Brown MLA is now representing the campaign
at Stormont level.

FIGHTING FOR LECALE VILLAGESCOMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT
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Stormont is stuck in endless cycles of stalemate, failing to deliver for 
local people whilst public services erode, and the cost of living rises. 
The only way to end these failures is to properly reform our institutions.
Firstly, changing the rules under which a Speaker can be nominated, 
ensuring no one party has a veto. Secondly, change how First and 
Deputy First Ministers are nominated. If one party refuses to take their 
place on the executive, it should be open to the next biggest party to 
step up and help form a Government.
Alliance is the only party in support of these reforms to end ransom 
politics. We are actively lobbying the UK and Irish Governments for 
these simple changes that will still respect the co-consensual approach 
of the Good Friday Agreement.
Alliance wants functional, normal politics in Northern Ireland - not the 
politics of chaos and division.

NEED HELP?ALLIANCE NOW 3RD 
BIGGEST PARTY 

LOCALLY

Sinn Fein

Sinn Fein

DUP

SDLP

Assembly Election Results May 2022. 1st Preference Votes

Srormont Reform

A New Council HQ for Newry WHY?

9 Market Lane, Downpatrick, BT30 6TH
Open: Tuesday -  Friday 10am to 4pm

 073 6181 3394
 patrick.brown@southdownalliance.org

 cadogan.enright@nmandd.org

14381

9963

6942

6497

6082 JOIN US
If you would like to be part of Northern Ireland’s fastest 
growing party, please scan this QR Code or visit
www.allianceparty.org/join_us

At a time when Council is looking at rates increases of 6% for the next few years, we can ill-afford 
spending £36 million on a giant second HQ where staff now work mostly from home anyway.
The big parties are failing to deliver for Downpatrick. For instance, eight years after the Council Merger, 
every village from Crossmaglen to Hilltown have a rota for street cleaning, where as villages from 
Killough to Strangford are still waiting. This is not good enough.
A strong 3rd force is vital to see that the needs of our area are properly represented both in Council 
and at Stormont.

Patrick Brown MLA,  
Speaking at Stormont
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