
[bookmark: _GoBack]---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Cadogan Enright <cadogan@enright.ie>
Date: Fri, Nov 8, 2013 at 1:36 PM
Subject: Follow on to FoI request
To: "Livingstone, Mark" <Mark.Livingstone@doeni.gov.uk>

Dear Mark,

I have done a check on population levels between North Down, Ards and Down District.

Given that our Councils population is similar to that of Ards and North Down, and that we have a huge influx of summer visitors there are no arguments that our population is less than those two other Councils that could be stood up.

So the essential difference between the Gold Coast and the Lecale Coast is that their beaches are identified as 'bathing waters' under the EU directive, and ours are not.

Hence my focus in the FoI below is on would would happen to NI Waters new sewage plant at Ardglass, if neighbouring beaches were identified as 'bathing waters'?

Would the NI Water plan then have to return to the originally mooted plan of piping to Ardglass for treatment the effluent of Killough, Coney Island, Chapel Town and Ballyhornan ?

NIWater say that the new plant can be expanded in this manner, but there is no regulatory pressure to do so.

Cllr Cadogan Enright

On Tue, Nov 5, 2013 at 12:44 PM, Cadogan Enright <cadogan@enright.ie> wrote:
Dear Mark,

I am still following up on the email chain below.

NI water say that Ballyhornan (and all nearby tourist beaches in our area) are not designated as 'bathing waters' or even candidate bathing waters, 

This results in lower standards being applied of the Lecale Coast when compared to the Gold Coast where the sewage systems have now all been upgraded to the highest standards and the major towns now are even piped over to Millisle where they are treated to the highest level '3' treatment.

It is our belief on the Lecale Coast that the new Ardglass plant should have the sewage from Killough. Coney Island, Chapel town and Ballyhornan piped to it as was originally envisaged

NI water dont have to do that as our beaches are not bathing waters, and so they can operate a lower in Lecale

Can you 

1. please confirm that NI Water would be unlikely to have low standards of treatment in Ballyhornan and elsewhere in our area if our tourist beaches were identified as 'bathing waters' under the EU bathing waters directive in the same manner as the Gold Coast 

2. Can you explain how Ballyhornan and Minerstown lost their status as a 'candidate bathing water' as proposed in the Consultation on the EU directive attached.

3. Can our Council re-start the process for recognition of our tourist beaches as 'bathing waters', given how important Tourism is in this area?

4. Can you confirm that the low standard of treatment in our area would not create a blockage to being a bathing water - as NI Water would have to improve its treatment if the 2 year investigation showed that water pollution was a problem

If it makes it easier to answer these questions, can you treat this matter as an FoI?


Cllr Cadogan Enright
07590462329


PS Note also that in your reply you said " There are a number of bathing waters identified under the Bathing Water Directive along the Gold Coast.  These include Helen’s Bay, Crawfordsburn, Ballyholme, Groomsport and Millisle.  There are currently no designated bathing waters along the Lecale Coast."   for the record both Merlough and Tyrella have bathing waters status


On Wed, Oct 30, 2013 at 12:50 PM, Livingstone, Mark <Mark.Livingstone@doeni.gov.uk> wrote:
Dear Cllr Enright,
 
Thank you for your query on the regulation of Waste Water Treatment Works (WWTW) in the Lecale and Gold Coast areas.  The table you attached has been updated to show the level of treatment at each of the works. I have tried to keep the technical language to a minimum but if you have anything that needs clarification please don’t hesitate to ask.
 
The level of treatment was set based on the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (UWWTD) requirements which state
 
Article 7 of the Directive requires, by 31 December 2005, that urban waste water entering collecting systems shall before discharge be subject to “appropriate treatment” in the following cases:
 
- for discharges to freshwater and estuaries from agglomerations of less than 2,000 population equivalent (p.e.); and
- for discharges to coastal waters from agglomerations of less than 10,000 p.e.
 
The Directive defines “appropriate treatment” as:
 
“treatment of urban waste water by any process and/or disposal system which after discharge allows the receiving waters to meet the relevant quality objectives and the relevant provisions of this and other Community Directives”.
 
The NI Guidance Note in relation to “appropriate treatment” for discharges to estuarine and coastal waters states that:
 
“For discharges to estuarine and coastal waters, given the dilution and dispersive characteristics of such waters, a minimum requirement will normally be fine screening and a long outfall pipe or equivalent to retain aesthetically objectionable solids. Depending on the location of the discharge, primary treatment or the treatment listed for freshwaters may be required to meet the water quality objectives for the receiving water or the Department’s policy”.
 
This policy was reviewed in England and Wales in the late 1990s, and resulted in a decision to provide secondary treatment for discharges to estuarine and coastal waters above 2,000 p.e.  This was never adopted in Northern Ireland but even if it had been Ballyhornan has a p.e. of <1000 so would not come under this requirement, thus Ballyhoranan has the approrpriate treatment in place.
 
The differences in treatment requirements for the individual WWTW are based on the p.e. of the works and the receiving water. The majority of the WWTW serving the Lecale Coast serve a significantly smaller population than those in the Gold Coast.  There are a number of bathing waters identified under the Bathing Water Directive along the Gold Coast.  These include Helen’s Bay, Crawfordsburn, Ballyholme, Groomsport and Millisle.  There are currently no designated bathing waters along the Lecale Coast.
 
[bookmark: 142488c49a51bf18_14237eda12f4660e_142284]The WWTW at Kinnegar serves a pe of approximately 105,000 and discharges to an area designated as sensitive (eutrophic) under the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive and therefore requires nutrient removal.  The North Down and Ards WWTW serves a p.e. of approximately 70,000 and discharges to a bathing water identified under the Bathing Water Directive and therefore requires bacterial reduction during the bathing season. 
 
I hope this information clarifies the situation regarding the levels of wastewater treatment at these sites.
 
 
regards
 
Mark
 
Mark Livingstone 
Regulation Group 
Water Management Unit 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency
17 Antrim Road
Tonagh
Lisburn 
Co Antrim 
BT28 3AL
T:         +44 (0)28 9262 3196
M:        +44 (0)7799 346 760
W:        www.doeni.gov.uk/niea
 
            


 
From: Cadogan Enright [mailto:cadogan@enright.ie] 
Sent: 28 October 2013 20:07
To: Livingstone, Mark
Subject: Re: can you explain the regulation of sewage discharge to sea in Ballyhornan to me
 
Hi Mark,
 
If you can at least address the reasons for setting the standard in Ballyhornan so low, it would be a start
 
I understand that the second question may take some time
 
Cadogan
 
On Fri, Oct 18, 2013 at 1:34 PM, Livingstone, Mark <Mark.Livingstone@doeni.gov.uk> wrote:
Dear Cllr Enright,
Many thanks for your email. I’ll research the answers and get back to you.
 
regards
 
Mark
 
Mark Livingstone 
Regulation Group 
Water Management Unit
Northern Ireland Environment Agency
17 Antrim Road
Tonagh
Lisburn 
Co Antrim 
BT28 3AL
T:         +44 (0)28 9262 3196
M:        +44 (0)7799 346 760
W:        www.doeni.gov.uk/niea
 
            

 
From: Cadogan Enright [mailto:cadogan@enright.ie] 
Sent: 18 October 2013 13:27
To: Livingstone, Mark
Subject: can you explain the regulation of sewage discharge to sea in Ballyhornan to me
 
Dear Mark Livingstone,
 
I am informed by NI Water that you or your section decide what standard of pollution is allowable on each bit of coastline or beach.
 
Following from this regulation, NI Water can escape prosecution is they meet the minimum standards that you set.
 
 Have 2 questions; 
 
1. I am trying to understand why you have set the standard so low at Ballyhornan, so much so that preliminary treatment by way of screening is the only solution needed to meet the standards in my area.
 
Thus NI water can continue to discharge to the sea at the Marine Nature Reserve without prosecution.
 
2. The Lecale Coast is dependant on Tourism - but you have set very low targets, whereas the Gold Coast serves commuters in the Greater Belfast area and has secondary or tertiary treatment throughout. I am an elected rep on the Lecale coast.
 
I am also trying to contrast and compare the situation between the Gold Coast, and the Lecale Coast - please see the attached spreadsheet. Can you or one of your staff help me to complete this spreadsheet?
 
Looking forward to your reply on these two points
 
Cllr Cadogan Enright
07590462329
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Hi Nichola,

Council Officials told me tonight that were it not for the fact that Newcastle had been identified as a bathing water under the EU directive, campaigners in Newcastle would not have won the court case against NI water which forced than to bring forward proposals to deal with sewage in Newcastle

Clearly the EU bathing waters directive is therefore not just a piece of paper!

This information is thus clearly relevant to the questions I had been asking below.

Perhaps this information will assist you in the replies below?

Cadogan

On Fri, Nov 8, 2013 at 1:52 PM, Connery, Nichola <Nichola.Connery@doeni.gov.uk> wrote:
Dear Cadogan,

Thanks for your email. Your email raises a number of issues which require consideration by a number of teams within NIEA and Marine Division.

I'm sorry but I am out of the office until Tuesday 12th Nov. I am happy to co-ordinate a response then.

Have a good weekend.

Nichola


This was sent from my Blackberry Device.
 
From: Cadogan Enright [mailto:cadogan@enright.ie] 
Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 01:21 PM
To: Connery, Nichola 
Subject: Re: pasted below and attached - please correct and improve 
 
Dear Nichola,

Thanks for all you help, I have been though the consultation and the web-site. 

It is clear that Down Council could propose Lecale beaches at Kilclief, Killard, and Ballyhornan  as candidate beaches since we maintain their car-parks and service the area. Indeed Coney Island and Killough look possible too.

They are all on the Ulster Way  (http://www.walkni.com/ulsterway/) and some are on the St Patricks Trail

The key differential between the Gold Coast and the Lecale Coast from NI Waters point of view is that "There are a number of bathing waters identified under the Bathing Water Directive along the Gold Coast.  These include Helen’s Bay, Crawfordsburn, Ballyholme, Groomsport and Millisle.  There are currently no designated bathing waters along the Lecale Coast."

That is pretty clear.

Given that our Councils population is similar to that of Ards and North Down, and that we have a huge influx of summer visitors there are no arguments that our population is less than those two other Councils that could be stood up.

So I would like to press you on the two questions lying unanswered from my last email.

If Down Council were successful in identifying the beaches it manages along the Lecale Coast as 'bathing waters', would this assist us in the 2 matters we would be interested in? IE

A. Improving beach water quality (and more importantly - reputation of our area with Tourists)
B. Pressurising NI Water to deliver the same level of treatment to the Lecale coast as they currently do to the Gold coast.

Once again, thanks for your help

Cllr Cadogan Enright
07590462329
if you are having problems answering the above, then you could treat the questions as an FoI request

On Mon, Nov 4, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Connery, Nichola <Nichola.Connery@doeni.gov.uk> wrote:
Dear Cadogan,
 
Thank you for forwarding your notes of our conversation on Friday.  Please find below a link to the document I referred to.   This is the consultation document which was issued in 2011 at the last review of bathing waters.  It is a helpful document generally, but if you skip to Annex A you will find the list of criteria that I mentioned.  These criteria should be addressed in any bathing water management plan that is submitted to the Department in order for us to consider taking forward a bathing water for possible  identification.
 
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/consultation_paper_on_the_review_of_identification_of_northern_ireland_bathing_waters_2011.pdf
I hope that this is helpful but please do not hesitate to get in touch should you wish to discuss further.
 
Best regards,
 
Nichola
 
 
Dr Nichola Connery
DOE Marine Division
 
Lisburn Office | 17 Antrim Road, Room MV1.10, Tonagh, Lisburn, BT28 3 AL | Tel: 028 9262 3066 | Internal 30066
 
Belfast Office | Millennium House, 17-25 Great Victoria Street, Malone Lower, Belfast, BT2 7BN | Tel: 028 9041 6710 | Internal: 85710
 
Mobile: 07890034261
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Cadogan Enright [mailto:cadogan@enright.ie] 
Sent: 04 November 2013 08:13
To: Connery, Nichola
Subject: pasted below and attached - please correct and improve
 
Nichola,
 
I am trying to see what benefits will accrue to my constituents by getting the status of 'bathing waters' for our beaches by way of NI Water discharges in our area.
 
Currently we have no treatment at all or just 'sieving'
 
Two points to note
 
1. We are a tourist area - but tourist populations do not count towards the decision as to the level of treatment
 
2. Our beaches do not seem to be 'bathing waters' and no-one seems to know that it might help to apply for this status
 
The Council has bye-laws for most of them in the offing, and a private operator manages one beach with Council help and the National Trust another.
 
It would be a simple job to have Council to apply for 'candidate status' - would this assist us in the 2 matters we would be interested in? IE
 
A. Improving beach water quality (and more importantly - reputation)
B. Pressurising NI Water to deliver the same level of treatment to the Lecale coast as they currently do to the Gold coast.
 
Cadogan
 
 
 
 

