
A few examples  
of my work in Kilclief & Ballyculter

Getting £12,500 Grant  
for Kilclief GAC

Ballyculter Right of Way  
Campaign Now 4 Years Old

Not Just at Election Time  - ANYTIME

Attracting Investment for Local Farmers

Founding Kilclief Residents’ Association

In October of last year Kilclief GAC 
was turned down for a Council 
grant to upgrade its clubhouse and 
facilities. It looked like we would 
have to wait for the new Super-
Council to get going next year before applying again. I worked 
with Pat Watterson to improve our application and meet with 
council officials to discuss their reasons for the refusal.

Our status as one of the few Hurling Clubs in Down District had 
not been taken into account. Council regarded other sporting 
organisations as being ‘more strategic’. I challenged these 
conclusions and asked for the case to be considered again. 
Following additional work on the application, I put together 
a cross-party group of councillors to support the clubs case. 
When it finally came before council this spring, it came with a 
recommendation to pay out – thus Kilclief GAC will be in reciept 
of £12500.

With my help Ballyculter residents 
organised 38 statements of evidence 
that proved Cargagh lane was a right 
of way for people and animals going 
back up to 60 years. I provided maps 
from Land Registry and Ordinance 
Survey that this was a recognised 
roadway going back hundreds of years. Council also has 8 
historic maps 1829 and 1945 that all show Cargagh Lane 
as a right of way. The lane is even shown on Google and on 
the Councils own GIS system prior to it being bulldozed.  
I have been astonished at how slow Council has been to re-
assert the right-of-way, but this will be the Councils first right-of-
way enforcement. Thus they are being ultra careful to get it right. 
If nothing else comes out of this campaign, it will be that Council 
now knows how to enforce a right of way.

My work with local farmers organisations has attracted huge press 
coverage recently with Invest NI announcing research money and 
supporting our bid to become the ‘UK Centre of Excellence’ for energy 
storage and microgrids to the London-based Technology Strategy 
Board.

This project could not take place in Britain as regulations do not 
favour these technologies there. Because we in N.I. are on the 
Irish Government-owned National Grid we have rules that are more 
favourable to renewables, new technology and consistent with 
European norms

This project aims to upgrade the National Grid from Strangford Village 
to Ardglass and Killough. Creating a ‘mini-grid’ backed-up with new 
energy storage systems that will allow us to increase the amount of 
renewable energy we produce locally from about 40% of consumption 
up to 100% - or even allow us to export to the National Grid through 
Downpatrick. This has huge potential for local jobs in the Kilclief and 
Ballyculter area as well as income for local farmers in the surrounding 
area.

I chaired the inaugural meeting of the Kilclief Residents Association 
in February. I helped in registering the new association and 
completing grant application forms. Several issues had triggered 
the need for a residents association including the need for a 30 
mile an hour zone and needing a local organisation to apply for 
grants to get a play-park. I have since applied for the 30 mile an 
hour zone under new regulations that have recently come into 
force. The Roads Service may finally have to give way to this 8-year 
long campaign.

With the help of Maurice Denvir Association Chairperson, I have 
approached 2 local landowners to sign over land to enable us to 
apply for funding for a playpark. If we can show we have access to 
plots of land, we can then consult with residents on which one is 
best, and apply for funding for a playpark like most other villages 
in the area. Given the number of young children in the village some 
facility of this kind is essential.
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