Fight Congestion by Voting Independent
The big political parties have held back solutions to congestion in Downpatrick
by refusing to work together and by not supporting external independent reports
on solving the problem. This leaves ratepayers with congestion from ASDA, up
Market Street to the Cinema and into town, and from the Belfast Road up the
Saul Road and Church Street into the town.
SDLP opposed the ‘Downpatrick Masterplan’ for a ‘Southern Relief Road’
running from ASDA around the waste ground at Dunleath Park to come out
behind the Cinema and up the Vianstown, Killough and Ardglass Roads. The
Council owns all the land and the Cinema backs the idea. The SDLP offers no
alternative to this easy solution.
Sinn Fein dismisses the Downpatrick Area Plan for developer-led finance for an
‘Eastern Distributor ring-road Road’ from the Hospital around the Balllyhornan
Road, Saul Road and Strangford Roads to link up with the Belfast Road at
Finnebrogue, as “Just a line on the map”.
This map shows the huge developments that are planned around the Saul Road
alone – without the promised ring-roads, these developments at the Saul Road
and around the town will only make congestion worse.
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You can send them a message by re-electing me as an Independent.

Edward Street Scandal
- one-way system blocked

The Ombudsman has accepted my complaint against Road
Service and their report is expected in the next 2 months.

HOSPITAL SHUTTLE BUS CAMPAIGN

After a 4 year campaign, I finally received word in March that the
S.E. Health Trust is to deliver a shuttle service between Downpatrick
Bus Station and the Hospital. I started this campaign with Downe
Community Hospital Campaigner Dick Shannon, shown above.
Dick worked with me for 4 years on this campaign – but sadly
passed last year.

ORGANISING JOBS TASK FORCE FOR DOWNPATRICK
In 2012 I persuaded all political parties on Council to support a Task Force to
address the of drain of public sector jobs from the District. The Task Force is
run as a cross-party committee involving local business people, educationalists,
trade unions and persons with considerable experience in the public sector like
ex-senator Maurice Hayes.
As the first Chair of the Public Sector Task Force, I ensured that we had the same
cross-party focus as the Downe Hospital Campaign. We were supported by DUP,
SF and SDLP MLA’s and MP’s to both defend and bring jobs to Downpatrick,
With 4,500 public servants commuting to Belfast daily from Down District, it is
clear that the sustainable approach to economic development is to have these jobs
based locally. This would also boost local retail and services sectors. The highlight
of my period as chair was the publication of a brochure used to sell Downpatrick
to every decision maker in NI as an ideal location for public sector jobs. At the
launch of the brochure in Stormont, Down District Chairperson Maria McCarthy
for the SDLP and MLA Chris Hazzard of Sinn Fein and John
McCallister of NI21 were there in support with a host of other
local business and community interests.

Not Just at Election Time - ANYTIME
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