
ATTRACTING INVESTMENT TO  
BALLYHORNAN AND BISHOPSCOURT

Having Planners Recognise  
Village Boundaries are Wrong

A few examples  
of my work in  
Ballyhornan

Breaking the Log-Jam on  
Social Housing   

Cleaning up Ballyhornan Beach 

Not Just at Election Time  - ANYTIME

Getting Planning for a Petrol 
Station And Shop 

My work with local farmers organisations 
has attracted huge press coverage recently 
with Invest NI supporting our bid to become 
the ‘UK Centre of Excellence’ for energy 
storage and microgrids to the Technology 
Strategy Board.

I have succeeded in having Bishopscourt’s 
Airfield identified as the location for 
this ‘Centre of Excellence’, and I have 
attracted support from big businesses like 
Moy Park, General Electric, Lightsail, B9 
Energy Storage and other big technology 
companies. I hosted a workshop for these 
Energy Companies with Local Farmers in 
the Ballyhornan Family Centre late last year. 
With the help of researchers from Queens 

and Invest NI to work out the details of the 
project.

The Ulster Farmers Union has supported 
me at 3 meetings with Ministers to get 
backing for this project. It aims to upgrade 
the National Grid from Strangford Village 
across to Ardglass and Killough. Creating 
a ‘mini-grid’ backed-up with new energy 
storage systems that will allow us to 
increase the amount of renewable energy 
we produce locally from about 40% of 
consumption up to 100% and allowing 
us to export to the National Grid through 
Downpatrick. This has huge potential for 
local jobs in Ballyhornan as well as income 
for local farmers in the surrounding area.

Ballyhornan’s development has been 
restricted since the ‘Ards and Down 
Area Plan’ came into force. The centre 
of the village, and sections connecting 
Tullyronan, Bishopscourt and Killard 
Drive are deemed ‘in the green belt’ – 
even ‘brownfield’ derelict RAF property 
or runways where nothing green could 
grow .

Following consultation with local 
residents, I had Council pass a motion 
demanding that these planning errors be 
corrected. After 4 years of campaigning, 
the planning manager in charge of the 
next Area Plan finally met me in March 
to address the changes being sought by the community. The 
correction should be reflected in the 2015 Area Plan.

In 2012 Ballyhornan 
Realm Task Force won 
planning for twelve social 
housing units. There had 
been no social housing 
built in this area for 30 
years.  But our partner 
ARC Housing could not 

apply for funding as its rival APEX had previously expressed 
an interest to NIHE, but had done nothing with ‘its rights’ to 
develop in the area. 

In late 2013 I pressurised top management in the NIHE to ‘bang 
heads together’ so that ARC could proceed. Finally NIHE came 
back to say APEX Housing had withdrawn, allowing our project 
to apply for finance for the 2014 financial year for an initial 
phase of 4 units. 

Note: picture shows dedicated community activist Sean 
Fitzsimons who has since passed RIP.

For 6 months in 2013 I 
challenged NIWater to 
explain why all towns on the 
‘Gold Coast’ in North Down 
had top-level sewerage 
treatment, but low standards 
were acceptable on our 
Lecale Coast. 
Why was Ballynornans 
sewage not being pumped 
to the new Ardglass works 
as planned? Following FoI requests NIwater finally revealed that 
none of our beaches were designated as ‘bathing waters’ under 
the EU directive – so there was no need to keep Ballyhornan 
Beach free of sewerage. 
I immediately created a cross-party coalition to push through 
a resolution to have Ballyhornan and other nearby beaches 
registered with the EU this year and next year.

I obtained planning permission for 
new a petrol station and shop for 
the Ballyhornan area in 2012.  This 
project has been delayed by the 
recession, but will play a vital part 
in local regeneration. At the moment 
residents have to drive for 6 miles 
for petrol. Between Strangford Town 
and Chapeltown there is nowhere for 
people to fill-up and there are limited 
shopping opportunities locally.

Organising cross party support 
helped me achieve this result. It 
required the planning service to 
recognize the exceptional nature of 

community separation and underdevelopment in Ballyhornan 
in order to give planning approval for the proposed service 
station near the Lismore Road / Ardglass Road crossroads.
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