Creating a Massive Energy
Opportunity for Ardglass Area
My work with local farmers organisations
has attracted huge press coverage
recently with Invest NI announcing
research money and supporting our bid
to become the ‘UK Centre of Excellence’
for energy storage and microgrids to the
London-based Technology Strategy
Board.

A few examples
of my work in
Ardglass

The Ardglass Development Association
boosted this programme by sponsoring
us earlier this year, attracting big media
interest. We are also backed by the
Ulster Farmers Union, General Electric,
Lightsail, B9 Energy Storage and other
big technology companies that support

Chairing Jobs Task Force to
Land Fisheries Jobs in Down
As the first Chairperson
of the ‘Public Sector
Jobs Taskforce’ I made
sure that all politicians
from all parties were
given practical support
to deliver jobs for this
district.
Working across party
lines has been the key to success in this project. We
have had Jim Wells MLA helping us deal with the threat
to Health Service roles at the Downe, Margaret Ritchie
MP leading a delegation to preserve and increase the
number of Social Security Agency Jobs based here in the
district, and most recently Chris Hazzard MLA has helped
us deliver our long-standing campaign to have fisheries
decentralised to this district. This cross-party approach
has been the key to our success.

Launching Ardglass
Rowing Club

Last month I chaired
first meetings of the
Ardglass Branch of
the Down Coastal
Rowing Club at the
drop-in centre in Bath
Street. I represent
Down Council on the
Strangford Lough and
Lecale
Partnership
which is sponsoring this project with the PSNI. The aim
is to build eight 22-feet wooden St Ayle’s skiffs in local
coastal communities. Ultimately we will take part in
regattas along the Lecale Coast and in Strangford Lough
on a competitive basis. This project will be based at Bath
Street, or other quayside premises that we are trying to
lease.
Ardglass Flyer.indd 2

the concept of a ‘Technology Park’ in the
area where these new technologies can
be tested safely on the National Grid.
This project aims to improve the National
Grid from Strangford Village to Ardglass
and Killough. Creating a ‘mini-grid’
backed-up with new energy storage
systems that will allow us to increase
the amount of renewable energy we
produce locally from about 40% of
consumption up to 100% - or even allow
us to export to the National Grid through
Downpatrick. This has huge potential for
local jobs in Ardglass as well as income
for local farmers in the surrounding area.

Winning Yellow Bus for
Ardglass Parents
In February I overturned
the refusal by the
Education and Library
Board’s (SEELB) to
allow
Irish speaking
Ardglass children to use
the ‘yellow bus network’
to get to primary school
in Downpatrick.
I organised this campaign for parents and was strongly
supported by NI21 MLA John McCallister. I had a similar
case for children in Ballyhornan and Downpatrick which
took 7 years and a High Court case to win. With help
from John McCallister, I was able to win the Ardglass
case in a record 4 months. Parents with 4 and 5 year old
children need a safe and reliable transport system today,
not years down the line.

Seeking Ardglass Tourist Office
I am working with the
Ardglass
Development
Association to deliver a
seasonal tourist office for
the village. This project
takes its inspiration from
the Ardglass 200 Exhibition.
Finding
a
permanent
home for Ardglass’ Marine Heritage would be a tourist
draw to the village. Such a building could also provide
an appealing physical environment and the setting for
community activity in Ardglass. There is currently no place
where tourists could drop in and access the flavour and
history of Ardglass locally – a big omission for a village in
a tourist area.
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