WHY HAVE I PURSUED THE RENEWABLE ENERGY CAMPAIGN FOR 15 YEARS?  
WHAT ARE THE ISSUES?
By addressing the problem of rising energy costs, energy insecurity, climate change and economic turmoil we can create a renewable energy economy where homeowners, farmers and businesses are all part of the solution while at the same time being rewarded for their efforts.
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, barriers do currently exist which are preventing renewable energy- both large scale and micro-generation- from attaining parity with conventional fuels and so achieving its full potential.
Given that encouraging business growth, indigenous investment and start-ups offer the best prospect for economic growth, and that small businesses create eighty per cent of cross border trade, it would be assumed that the Governments both North and South would be doing all in their power to support the small-scale renewables industry. While the majority of politicians recognise the importance of this sector for the economy and the environment, a number of recent decisions have threatened to disturb the growth and stability of the industry
The main obstacles to renewable energy in Northern Ireland exist in the following areas:
1. Planning Policy
2. Building Regulations
3. Grid connection
4. Lack of incentives and support mechanisms
The opportunities do exist for a vibrant renewable energy economy in Northern Ireland and across the island of Ireland, which embraces the agricultural, manufacturing, service and academic sectors, as well as households and other businesses. Many steps have to be taken to meet the challenges of peak oil, climate change and economic instability, but barriers still remain which prevent renewable energy from playing its part in meeting these challenges. I will continue to campaign to ensure that renewable energy is the foundation of energy policy and economic sustainability for the future.

