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Dear Constituent,
I would like to wish you and your families a
Happy New Year.
This is my 8th annual report to you on how I
have been representing your views on Down
District Council and other agencies.
I am the only local councillor to deliver an
annual report to every house in Downpatrick

Weekend
Accident &
Emergency
2014 opened with widespread anger around
Downpatrick at the sudden announcement by the
South Eastern Trust that they are experiencing a critical
shortage of medical staff in both the Downe and Lagan
Valley Emergency Departments and were thus forced
to cut back on weekend working. This leaves the ‘Out
of Hours’ service operated by local doctors as the only
service operating at weekends and night-time at the
Downe.
The Monday before Christmas I attended a 3 1/2
hour emergency meeting between the Trust and local
representatives at the Downshire on the Ardglass Road
to demand answers on why Accident and Emergency
services were being cut at weekends with suggestions
that we travel to the Ulster hospital instead.
We were able to extract a promise from Trust
management that when sufficient staff had been
recruited, normal service would resume. The Trust also
promised to brief us on progress towards this goal.
This is not good enough and smacks of ‘salami-slicing’

This newsletter can only be a summary
my work for you over the last year. My
website provides much more detail - see
www.enright.ie or search for ‘Cadogan
Enright’ on Facebook where I post or log my
activities as a councillor on a weekly basis.
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services slowly away from the Downe with an undue
bias to the Ulster Hospital site.
Roads infrastructure is very different here when
compared to Lisburn or the Ulster which are minutes
away from a selection of A&E hospitals in Belfast,
Craigavon and Antrim. Some parts of Down District
would require traveling 40 miles to the Ulster Hospital
A&E. This is just unacceptable. Several local people
have told me that they would have died had they not
been treated at Downe A&E over the last few years.
The inability to recruit and retain middle-grade
doctors to work in A&E points to poor planning and
raises issues about the competency of Health Service
management over a 15 year period since this problem
has become widely acknowledged. Solutions should
have been found long ago.
The most important task this coming year is to maintain
the cross-community, cross-party Downe campaign
and to not relent in our pressure on delivering the
services promised and needed by Down District.
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Community Energy Project

Makes Lecale a European Leader
“One of my most successful
campaigns in years might well create
new hi-tech jobs in Ardglass and
Ballyhornan with a spin-off of jobs in
Downpatrick and increased income
for rural Lecale. This community-led
project has attracted the support of
major renewable energy companies
and Invest NI.”

I was delighted to announce a ‘Green Tech’
jobs initiative in December with the Ardglass
Development Association. This is a coalition of
local farmers, community groups in Ardglass
and Ballyhornan and ‘Green Tech’ companies
aiming to make Lecale into a centre of
excellence for the storage of renewable energy
both on the all-Island grid, and as a base to
develop new green-tech products for export.
I am chairing this ‘Community Based Intelligent
Energy Programme’ with projects at several
levels all aimed at turning Lecale into a giant
‘virtual energy battery’ capable of supplying all
its own power locally and exporting power to
the grid. A few examples of these projects are;
COMPRESSED AIR STORAGE AT BALLYHORNAN AIRFIELD
The old RAF station at Ballyhornan has now been
proposed as the test-bed for this exciting new
energy storage technology that is capable of
delivering 110% of the electrical energy generated
when combined with Anerobic Digestion.
In April 2013 the level of carbon dioxide in the air
went above 400ppm for the first time since before
humans evolved on the planet. This will have an
effect if not stopped.
The NASA-derived picture shows the effect locally of
either the Greenland Ice Sheet melting or the West
Antarctic Ice sheet entering the sea.
See my website and try other scenarios for yourself
www.enright.ie/maps
Aside from impact on the human population,
Cambridge scientists predict that over 50% of bird
species worldwide will become extinct from global
warming with impacts on most other life forms.

USING BATTERIES FROM LEAF CARS TO BACK UP FARMBASED TURBINES
Many local farmers have 250kw turbines that only
produce energy when the wind blows. By combining
them with Leaf batteries from the Leaf electric car
plant in Northumberland, we can make sure that this
electricity can be sold to the grid between 2pm and
6pm each day when it is most required.
MANUFACTURING DIESEL AND FERTILIZER IN ARDGLASS
We have initiated a feasibility study into using
renewable energy not required by the grid to
produce fertilizer for farms and a diesel substitute
for fishing boats, tractors or even home heating on
a brown field site in Ardglass Harbour by electrolysis
of sea water and nitrogen from the air, producing a
totally ‘green’ store of energy.
SOFTWARE FOR GRID MANAGEMENT
The existing grid is designed to take power from 3
NI fossil-fuel power stations down to local areas,
similar to the pipe network for drinking water. Huge
opportunities exist for ‘Energy Systems Management
Software’ to allow locally produced renewable power
to feed the National Grid.

Why do we have to act on Energy?

Based on DATA
from NASA
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Downpatrick Congestion Update

First the GOOD NEWS - Road Service admit truth
I campaigned relentlessly last year via the Down Roads Committee and the
Downpatrick Masterplan Working Party to have Roads Service to withdraw their
assertion that there no serious congestion in the Downpatrick area.
Senior Roads Service managers were coming to meetings with us and denying that
there was a congestion problem in the town, in the face of report after report that
Downpatrick was dying for lack of by-passes, decent junctions and a town centre
one-way system.
Unless and until we got them to admit there was a problem, they were clearly going
to spend no time at all trying to fix the problem. Suffice to say that things got pretty
‘hot and heavy’ at numerous meetings before the Roads Service Chief finally came
down to see us in Downpatrick and admitted they were wrong. They finally agreed
that we did have a serious congestion problem and were going to progress new
projects and plans to deal with the issue.

Now the BAD NEWS - Breen’s Corner Shambles
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The Masterplan for Downpatrick includes a one way system that would allow
people to drive or bus into town and move via a 3 or 4 lane system around the
centre of the town with the Irish Street car-park at its centre.
This project is essential for the revival of the retail trade in the town. At the moment
congestion and the impossibility of turning right up Irish Street at the bottom of
Market Street to access the town car park is choking our retail centre.
I have been fighting to remove the excuses that Road Service have been using to
avoid costing this project, for instance by getting the local PSNI commander to
invite them into Irish Street station so they can survey the PSNI car park as part of
the project.
I spent nearly 3 years tracking down the owner of the derelict building at Breens
Corner below, so that it could be acquired to create a bus lane and cycle lane at
this vital corner in the new one way system. You will see me around town on my
bike, and I can vouch that it is impossible for a bike to safely negotiate this corner.
Incredibly, Council Management supported planning permission to develop the
corner, rather than get Road Service to place a compulsory purchase order on it as
Local Councillors had wanted.
At the moment traffic tails back to the cinema at this difficult corner on a regular
basis, and buses have to use both lanes as the road narrows when it meets Market
Street. One can only dread the chaos that will result when ALL the traffic that
currently comes down Market street is added to this corner, with 181 buses daily
and all heavy traffic trying to turn this corner – I will not let this rest.
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HELP SUPPORT MY
NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE
By making a donation, bank details right
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Cllr C Enright Newsletter A/c
Northern Bank,
58-60 Market St, Downpatrick
40097713
95-02-91

including Quoile Ward from Inch to Scaddy Road Tel 07590462329 • cadogan@enright.ie

DOWNPATRICK GETS BOOST

As Chair of the Down Public Sector Jobs Task Force I finished my year by
publishing a brochure advertising the District as an ideal location for
public sector jobs. With over 5,500 public servants commuting to Belfast
daily from Down District, it is clear that the sustainable approach to
economic development is to have these jobs based locally, where the
local retail and services sector would get a boost from the increased
level of economic activity. At the launch of the brochure in Stormont,
Down District Chairperson Maria McCarthy for the SDLP and MLA Chris
Hazzard of Sinn Fein and John McCallister of NI21 were there in support
with a host of other local business representatives.

ASDA FOOT PATH MADNESS
Following the blocking of the pedestrian entrance to the
BLOCKED
ASDA shopping complex, I have had meetings and lengthy
NEW?
correspondence with Belfast estate agent Colliers to open a new
path. Despite overwhelming public demand to reopen one of these
two shortcuts, management on the site are still refusing to budge.
Rathkelter planning office has indicated that a fee of £249 is all that
is required to re-instate a walkway. Planners noted that pedestrians
would have to brave far fewer cars at this point, as, unlike the
existing pedestrian crossing, they would not have to stop car access
to the ASDA petrol station.
McDonalds, ASDA and the other main retailers all support this
footpath and ASDA even offered to pay for it last year. Staff working in the complex are very annoyed over the
ongoing situation that sees them scaling the wall daily. I am now writing to MLA’s and MP’s to see if they can
intervene on this matter with the site landlord.

AUTISTIC & LEARNING DISABLED FIGHT FOR A HOME
In October last I was able to help Downpatrick
Presbyterian Church to rescue the Gateway Club at
short notice by offering their hall in Fountain Street.
The Gateway Club provides a social outlet for adults
with learning difficulties between 23 and 50 years of
age.
The South Eastern Trust closed their previous facilities
without notice. Similarly CAPAA (Children And
Parents and Autism) are being removed from ward
24 at the Downshire. The Trust has not offered any
alternative venue for their extensive educational and
training work with children and adults, giving a few
crucial respite hours for carers.
I took Moira Denvir of CAPAA and Mary McCargo of
GATEWAY to meet the financial decision makers at
the Trust, and it was clear that the Trust itself was not
clear on how a situation like this could have arisen.
This has triggered an internal investigation that is
continuing.
Meanwhile, do you know of an underused or
dilapidated building in Downpatrick and District with

an outside area that could be restored as a garden
for fruit and vegetables that would be available to
CAPAA? Contact Joanne 07885519469 or Moira at
07999525323.

Joanne & Moira of C.A.P.P.A., Mary McCargo & daughter from Gateway
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