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Dear Constituent,
This is my 7th annual report to you on how
I have been representing your views on
Down Council and with other agencies.
I am the only local councillor to deliver
an annual report to every house in the
Downpatrick area, and hope you appreciate
this service.

This newsletter can only be a summary
my work for you over the last year. My
website provides much more detail - see
www.enright.ie where I post or log my
activities as a councillor on a weekly or
monthly basis.
Cllr. Cadogan Enright

www.enright.ie

CROSS-PARTY JOBS
TASK FORCE PAYS OFF

I have been chairing the new
Down Public Sector Task Force
for less than a year, and we are
making good progress with over
100 jobs either preserved or
gained for the District
Above: Congratulating Chris Hazzard MLA on Fisheries Jobs
Below: with Margaret Ritchie MP & the Social Security Agency.

In 2012 myself, Dermot Curran
and Eamonn McConMidhe proposed a Task Force to address
the of drain of public sector
jobs from the District. The Task
Force is run as a cross-party
committee involving local business people, educationalists,
trade unions and persons with
considerable experience in the
public sector like ex-senator
Maurice Hayes.

The ability of local politicians
to work across party lines is the
key to our success so far in this
project.
• JIm Wells MLA helped us deal
with the threat to Health Service roles in the District,
• Margaret Ritchie MP lead
a delegation to preserve
and increase the number of
Social Security Agency Jobs
based in the District, and
now
• Chris Hazzard MLA
has helped deliver our
long-standing campaign to
have Fisheries decentralised
to this district.
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Tackling
Downpatrick’s
My initiative of a cross-party ‘Roads Task Force’ last year had
a promising start, with Downpatrick Councillors from Sinn
Fein and the longer-serving SDLP Councillors weighing in in
support.
The key to our initial success were independent studies
telling us what we needed to do to ease congestion in the
town, and make us a more attractive base for employment
and revitalise our retail sector. I outline the 3 Key projects
identified for the town below.
This is an uphill batte as Roads Service does not accept

❶

Roads Co

that Downpatrick has a congestion or accessibility problem,
and see towns like Ards more worthy of by-passes and are
currently working on a third high-quality road to access the
Holywood area!
It was disappointing to see the two newer SDLP councillors
in Downpatrick publicly opposing some of these solutions,
without proposing alternatives –see below. You could play
your part in fighting congestion questioning elected reps on
what they are doing on this issue.

The Eastern by-pass shown in the Ards/Down area plan running past the front of the
new hospital to the Belfast Road. Despite this, the road is not on the Road Service’s
agenda. We need to understand why they feel Ards or Holywood has a greater need
than Downpatrick.
This road, in conjunction to the recently upgraded Quoile Sewerage works is key to
transforming Downpatrick into the modern town envisaged in the Ards/Down area
plan with a thriving population of 20,000 and a magnet for jobs and development
opportunities around the Eastern and Southern limits of the town.
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The Masterplan for Downpatrick includes new one way system that would
allow people to drive or bus into town, moving around a 3/4-lane system in the
centre of town as shown in the diagram to the right.
Shoppers reaching the top of Market Street will be able to turn right up Irish
Street, through the old police station and around the Irish Street car park in the
centre of town. This will greatly improve opportunities for our long-established
businesses in Irish Street, St. Patricks Avenue and Market Street to trade,
increase car park spaces and ensure that through or distributor traffic can
move through the town in a lot more efficient manner
The Roads Service has agreed to survey and cost the project, and we are seeking
clarification from the PSNI as to when exactly we can conduct this survey.
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The Masterplan reflects a Southern Relief Road from ASDA and the
Ballyduggan Industrial Estate, around waste ground at the edge of
Dunleath Park, and out behind the Cinema towards the Ardglass/
Killough roads. If you have seen the congestion from Collins Corner
to Saint Patricks Avenue to Market Street and down to ASDA for 2 or 3
hours every Thursday or Friday evening, you will know what a boon to
the town such a by-pass would be.
The land for this road is in Council hands. I understand the Cinema
is supportive in principle. The Council has to give the Roads Service
£200,000 to alleviate congestion anyway, plus £350,000 from PSNI.
It makes sense to use this money to deliver at least one of the 3 key
projects.
The success of this project has not been helped by Cllr Sharvin (SDLP)
writing to the papers opposing the plan – a clear case of putting party
ahead of the people of Downpatrick. A dangerous development given
the SDLP’s historic dominance of local politics – make your feelings
known to him.
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ongestion
OTHER KEY JUNCTIONS

There are six key junctions around the town
that the Roads Service have been promising to
tackle for the 7 years I have been a councillor in
Downpatrick. Our taskforce has been applying
pressure on the Roads Service, up to and
including withholding funds from them until they
reveal their plans – space does not allow all of
them in this newsletter (so see my web-site) but
an example is Collin’s Corner – see diagram.
The simple expedient of allowing extra lanes
before the lights on the Killough Road and Pound
lane will ease the snarl ups at these roads.
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I was appalled when at the last major Council
meeting with the Roads Service the SDLP’s
Cllr McGrath spoke against this long awaited
development. I feel this is another case of putting
party politics before the needs of the people of
Downpatrick.

10%

HOW
I SAVED YOU
OFF YOUR RATES

For 4 years to 2012 I highlighted errors in
the way that Down Council computed cash
reserves. Reserves peaked at £10.5 million
in April 2010 forcing me to vote against
adopting the Councils annual accounts. I
was voted down 22 to 1 by the big parties.
I am a qualified accountant and felt
confident enough to raise this with the
external auditor and the councils own
internal audit committee. I protested
that our reserves were the highest of any
council outside Belfast and way ahead of
neighbouring councils.
In 2012 I was vindicated with a reduction
of over £5 million being agreed to stop
excessive rates increases between 2012
and 2017.
£2 million was used this year – which
is equivalent to 10% of your rate
bill. An average of
£1 M pa is being used in this
manner over 5 years.
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SAUL ROAD

GETS BETTER SERVICE
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HELP SUPPORT MY
NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE
By making a donation, bank details right

In the last few weeks I have just finished by
latest canvass of houses along the Saul Road
in Downpatrick. I was delighted to be able tell
everyone that the bus service on the Saul Road is
about to have a dramatic improvement.
This results directly from my work in the villages of
Saul and Raholp, where local residents contacted
me last year to see if there was anything I could do
to persuade Translink to stop buses by-passing the
two villages.
I worked with Translink management over the last
9 months, resulting in five buses a day more on the
Saul Road from 2nd September as the services to
the two villages improve.
Please Credit:
Branch Address:
A/c Number:
Sort Code:

Cllr C Enright Newsletter A/c
Northern Bank,
58-60 Market St, Downpatrick
40097713
95-02-91
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EDWARD STREET
ONE WAY SYSTEM
GOES TO OMBUDSMAN
In May 2013 I initiated the formal complaints process
against the Roads Service to the Ombudsman over
serious procedural failures in not conducting a proper and
balanced consultation exercise on the one-way system in
Edward Street Downpatrick.
Back in 2011, the resurfacing of Edward Street was sold a
trial one way system, and the consensus was that it was
very successful. A meeting between Councillors and the
Roads Service took place during the trial, with the one
way system was a key issue at the meeting. Roads Service
management insisted that the law required them to return
to a two way system before running a consultation. I
queried this at a meeting between the Council and the
Road service as a waste of money, but Councillors were
told that was the law and that we should not be concerned
as the success of the one way system would make any
consultation a formality.
I spoke for all at the meeting when I pointed out that
sending a stamped addressed envelope seeking only
negative responses to every house in the area was bound
to elicit a few negative responses. Local councillors and
other public representatives were all delighted how
the trial of the one way system had worked out. I had
letters of support from Translink, the Fire Service and the
Ambulance Service. .

We were told
that no petitions or letters
of support would be necessary given how
overwhelmingly successful the one way system had been.
Despite this, I initiated a petition. People were invited to
drop into the school in their own time and sign it without
any pressure to do so – we got over 200 local supporters
of the one way system whose views were not taken into
account either – as Roads Service were only looking for
negative responses.
I believe that the Ombudsman will have no choice but
rule against the Roads Service – meanwhile we have to
contend with severe Health and Safety issues and traffic
snarl-ups back to the Ardglass Road and down to Saul
Street with people in Ardmore Avenue or St Dillons Avenue
sometimes unable to exit those streets.

MALONE HEIGHTS / MEADOWS PLANNING SUCCESS
From when residents met in my old house in New Bridge street
in January 2008 through to October 2012 when this planning
issue was finally resolved, we have had more than 4 years of a
campaign to make sure a rat-run would not go through Malone
and the Meadows.
Residents meeting at my house were concerned that these were
residential neighbourhoods where children could safely play,
and a development that linked the two areas by road would not
only become a magnet for congested traffic trying to get to the
Belfast Road, but also fall prey to burglaries and crime - which
are less common in cul-de-sacs.
We organised planning objections, taking the best planning advice,
and raised a petition of concern regarding the health and safety aspects
of the development. Local residents were not opposed to the development,
but wanted a series of cul-de-sacs to be developed instead.
Basically we (the residents) have achieved 100% victory, with two cul-de-sacs
being passed, one in Malone and the other on the Northern end of the Meadows.
‘Harrys Loney’ will be a right of way linking both with the Strangford Road and town as
a pedestrian walkway. I am continuing a campaign to ensure that the Laneway is either
paved or stoned to ensure that children using this walkway to go to schools like the
Red High don’t have the same experiences they had last winter with sections of it
turning into mud.
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