From: Cadogan Enright/Down District Council
To: Canice O'Rourke/Down District Council@Down District Council
Cc: Carmel O'Boyle/Down District Council@Down District Council, Michael Coogan/Down District Council@Down District Council, Eamonn MacConMidhe/Down District Council@Down District Council
Date: 28/05/2012 19:05
Subject: wirting again to sarview and to digitaluk

Canice,
since we got the reply you are referring to, I have spoken with digital uk and saorview again.
saorview will NOT cover Newcastle, Downpatrick and Ballynahinch, and you can see this from their website
Separately, I spoke to digitaluk in Belfast, and they told me that while Blackmountain and Divis transmitters were being converted to digital, only Blackmountain would have RTE and TG4.
Given that the Divis supports this area, we were going to have problems, and a postcode search of BT30 on their site did not show reception in this area.
As pointed out by both SDLP and SF councillors, there was a clear promise for universal coverage for TG4 in particular under the GFA. Additionally, the GFA was NOT simply applying to those who already had coverage - it applied to them all
digitaluk are seeking clarification from RTE/TG4 and hope that this may change before go-live
Therefore, we need to write to both of them and point out that our council appears (on the basis of information supplied by them on their websites) to have the bulk of our population left out of coverage contrary to the  GFA
[bookmark: _GoBack]Councillor Cadogan Enright
Downpatrick District Council
07590462329
Down Council Email to SaorView in Republic
Dear Sir,
I have been ask to write to you on behalf of Down District Council, in Northern Ireland, to express the Council’s concern about the potential reduction in broadcasting service following the planned ‘digital switch over’ in October of this year.
At present, significant areas in Down District Council receive RTE and TG4 through what I believe is called “analogue leak over”.
If would appear from your website that following the digital switch over, Newcastle, Downpatrick and Ballynahinch, the three main towns in Down District, will not be able to receive these broadcasts any longer.
While enquiries made to Digital UK in Belfast indicate that both the Blackmountain and Divis transmitters are being converted to digital, only the Blackmountain transmitter will broadcast RTE and TG4.
Given that the Divis transmitter supports the Down District Council area, it would therefore appear that residents in this area will have difficulty receiving these stations, a concern strengthened by a postcode search using "BT30" on the Digital UK website which does not show reception in this area.
A number of the parties represented in Down District Council have highlighted the fact that a clear promise for universal coverage for TG4 in particular, was made under the Good Friday Agreement. Additionally, they have highlighted that the Good Friday Agreement did not simply apply to those who already had coverage, but it applied to all residents in Northern Ireland
While Council understands that Digital UK are seeking clarification from RTE/TG4 regarding this situation and that they hope that this may change before go-live, Council would like to point out that it appears, on the basis of information available, the bulk of residents in the Down District Council area will be left without coverage from RTE and TG4, contrary to the Good Friday Agreement.
We would therefore respectfully request that you respond to the above concerns and provide assurances that all residents of the Down District Council area will be able to receive broadcasts from RTE and TG4 following the digital switch over in October of this year.
Yours sincerely,
Canice O’Rourke
Director of Environmental Service
Down District Council
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Reply from SaorView
Dear Mr. O’Rourke,
On behalf of RTÉ and Nimux, I write in reply to your mail below which has been passed to me for my attention.
At present, SAORVIEW overspill  into Northern Ireland is limited as there are technical restrictions while analogue remains on the air. On 24th October, once existing analogue transmissions cease in both Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, engineering changes will be effected which will increase overspill coverage into Northern Ireland such that 60% of homes will be able to receive RTÉ, TV3 and TG4 services via SAORVIEW.
The coverage checker on the SAORVIEW website www.saorview.ie does indicate that reception of RTÉ and TG4 services from SAORVIEW may be challenging. It should be noted however, that the coverage checker is somewhat conservative so as not to over-promise on delivery. It is a prediction based on coverage to be achieved for reception by an aerial at a height of 10m above ground level (i.e. on a chimney of a standard two story house). Homes which have higher aerials may, therefore, be able to receive a signal where none is predicted. A good indication of future availability post 24th October in Newcastle, Downpatrick and Ballynahinch, is the current availability of TV3 and TG4. Homes that can, therefore, currently receive TV3 and TG4 are likely to receive a digital overspill signal post 24th October.
As you are aware, on foot of the Belfast (Good Friday) and St. Andrews Agreements and the Memorandum of Understanding between the UK and Irish Governments of February 2010, we are currently implementing a project (Nimux) to provide transmissions from three transmission sites within Northern Ireland to facilitate the widespread availability of RTÉ and TG4 services to viewers in Northern Ireland. Nimux will serve a further c. 35% of homes such that 95% of homes in Northern Ireland will be able to receive RTÉ and TG4 by a mixture of overspill and Nimux transmissions. I can confirm that Nimux will use Black Mountain rather than Divis as this will provide greater coverage into Belfast while offering similar widespread geographic coverage for a given frequency and transmission power. Please note that the transmission power permitted at Black mountain (or as would be the case at Divis) is technically restricted in order to avoid future interference to reception in North Wales. This restricts the availability of Nimux signals to the east of Black Mountain, or in the event that Divis had been used.
I trust that the above addresses your query.
Kind Regards,
Ray Maguire
Tel: (01) 208 2432 (office);  087 810 2081 (mobile)
 
LETTER FROM McCOUBREYS ELECECTRICAL IN DOWNPATRICK EXPRESSING CONTINUED CONCERN
 
Hi Cadogan,
 
Thanks for the information it seems to me by what they are saying is that RTE will be available one they boost the signal from the tranmitter but will RTE be only available to those using HD boxes? if this is the case anyone who has a freeview TV will have to go out and buy an extra HD freeview box. There is one other thing if the signal from black mountain is boosted will the Divis & Mourne transmitters have any effect on the tranmittion? because there is cases where the Mourne transmitter has caused signal interferance with the carlingford transmitter.  I'm hopefully going to be talk to a few aerial guys over the weekend to see what they say on this matter

