Minerstown Beach

2008 — first year that deaths and rescues of seal pups exceed births

Problems of accidental and (more worryingly) malicious disturbance



The problem of disturbance

e B T



The white dog on right runs
Towards the seals (all alert

— below), and chases them all
Into water — separating mothers
from pups
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July 06 2008 - Jogger caused all seals to rush to sea..




Mother searches for pup further along beach




3 Mother did not succeed in reuniting with her pup




2008: dead pups at Minerstown and Ballykinler
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Dead pup photographed at Ballykinler c. July 23" 2008
Skeleton separated and bare. Mandible shows teeth well erupted.
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. Dead pup at Ballykinler, August 14 2008. 84 cm. emaciated
Maggots small, estimated death c. 3-5 days previously
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pup, Ballykinler, photographed August 14 2008 &

Iength of carcass to tip of tall C. 69cm (skull missing)
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Ballykinler August? 2008 (GWickham)




Ballykinler August? 2008 GWickham

This seal is older than pup . Note 4x4 tracks




In 2008 altogether a maximum of 15 live pups with mothers seen on July 5,
Between July 2 and mid-August a total of 7 orphan pups rescued and at least
8 dead pups.

2008 IS FIRST YEAR DEATHS AND RESCUES EXCEED OBSERVED LIVE BIRTHS



2 pups (Piccolo and Celeste) rescued on July 9, rehabilitated at TRS, released at
Minerstown on August 15 — Celeste later killed by jet-ski
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Jet skis at Minerstown Seal colony, July 11th, 2005




All ringed plover nests destroyed by
Quads at Minerstown 2008

I hes nnlong
were also destroyed by quads in 2008
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/21653239@N04/2496948060/

Typical Types of Disturbance at
Minerstown Beach during breeding
season

Cars

Quads

Dogs off lead
Jet skis
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Ballykinler, July 26, 2005
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IS (NIEA) suggestion (2001) for wildlife refuge at Minerstown




